
Nehemiah’s Prayer

Intro
Nehemiah rises to become a great servant of the Lord, by piety, not by policy.
In this passage we see Nehemiah broken and weeping. Prayer and fasting
We see him speak to the desperate situation, though they have actually been in this desperate situation long before the Babylonian captivity.
Nehemiah humbles himself before the Lord, and submits to HIS LORDSHIP.
Nehemiah is not saying that God must honor His policy, but states the matter clearly. God made a Promise!
Text
Verse 5
God of Heaven
GREAT (special word for me)
AWESOME (the other special word for me)
Promise Keeper
Steadfast Love
Verse 6-7
Please hear my prayer
Prayer of confession for the people, for the nation of Israel that had been in exile and disobedient.
Then he gets personal
Verse 7-9
God had not forgotten His promises
Nehemiah needed the reminder of God’s faithfulness
Verse 10
Speaking of completed actions, Nehemiah recognizes that God had already provided a way
A promise of God is as good as done
Verse 11
Nehemiah asks for success
Asks for GOD to GIVE success
Asks for GOD to GRANT MERCY in sight of man.
Points
God is
Unchanging, promise keeper, GREAT and AWESOME
God is also ultimate authority and defines truth
His commands stand, and His standard remains
He is also LOVE and rich in mercy and grace
Ephesians 2:4 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
(Read the “God Is, Man Is” List)
Man is
Sinner, unable to do anything about it
Our depravity was both inherited and willful
We inherited sin from Adam:
Romans 5 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.

And we willfully commit sin that deserves God’s wrath.
BUT THAT’S NOT THE END OF THE STORY!!!!!!
Grace is
Unmerited favor
We are loved by God!
God’s gift to us.
Common Grace: Common grace, as an expression of the goodness of God, is every favor, falling short of salvation, which this undeserving and sin-cursed world enjoys at the hand of God; this includes the delay of wrath, the mitigation of our sin-natures, natural events that lead to prosperity, and all gifts that human use and enjoy naturally.
Effectual Grace: The grace of God is both general, the gospel call that goes out indiscriminately to all, and particular, the effectual, spiritual call by grace wherein the Father calls the us to the Son through the power of the Holy Spirit.
God’s provision and what we walk in today.
Romans 5 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 20Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Close




Nehemiah 1
5 And I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there.’ 10 They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.”
Now I was cupbearer to the king.
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